

APPLICATION FORM: 
Microscopy Australia Access Scheme




2026 Round 1 Closing Date: 30 April 2026

The Microscopy Australia Access Scheme improves access to advanced microscopy and microanalysis facilities by subsidising rates for Australian-based researchers who need to access a technique or expertise not locally available and: 
• are working in regional and remote areas, or 
• are in early career roles 

Microscopy Australia already provides subsidised user fees, enabled by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS). Successful applicants will receive a further reduction in rates to enable their research outcomes. Note that funds are not paid directly to applicants but, instead, an additional subsidy will be applied to the usage charges.

Scheme overview: 
• two rounds per year – closing in late April and early November 
• maximum subsidy per application – up to $5,000 
• total funding available per round – approximately $25,000
• applications can request in-person or remote access

Your progress in this application will save automatically so you can return to it at any time to continue.

Download the Access Scheme Guidelines from the Microscopy Australia website. Please refer to these Guidelines for details regarding eligibility and the application process. Ensure that you have pre-approval from the relevant facility prior to submission of this form.

Questions or queries, please contact shiree.heath@sydney.edu.au



* Indicates mandatory field.

Section 1 SECTION 1    APPLICANT (30%) and PROJECT (20%)

Applicant Details*
Project Title:	
First Name:
Last Name:
Contact Email:
Employer or Affiliation:
State:


Applicant Profile
Applicant ORCID (https://orcid.org/XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXX):
Institutional Researcher Profile URL:


Under which priority area are you applying?*

|_|	Regional and Remote Researcher
|_|	Early Career Researcher


If Regional and Remote Researcher, at which eligible institution are you based?
|_|	Charles Darwin University | Darwin | NT
|_|	James Cook University | Townsville | QLD
|_|	CQUniversity Australia | Rockhampton | QLD
|_|	University of the Sunshine Coast | Sippy Downs | QLD
|_|	University of Southern Queensland | Toowoomba | QLD
|_|	Southern Cross University | Lismore | NSW
|_|	University of New England | Armidale | NSW
|_|	Charles Sturt University | Bathurst | NSW
|_|	Federation University | Ballarat | VIC
|_|	University of Tasmania | Hobart | TAS


If Early Career Researcher, when was your PhD awarded?
MM/YYYY:


If your PhD was awarded more than 5 years prior to date of application, please detail any relevant career interruptions.
Carrer interruptions statement:


Describe how your background, expertise, and track record (relative to opportunity) support this application* - 500 words maximum.


CV Attach a CV - if you have not provided your ORCID and/or link to your institutional researcher profile, please provide a brief CV (5 pages maximum).


Briefly outline project aims, significance, and potential to attract future funding* - 300 words maximum.



SECTION 2    NEED (30%) and BENEFIT (20%)


Please confirm that you have discussed your project with the relevant Scientific Contact at the facility you would like to access and gained pre-approval for application submission.*
|_|	I declare that I have pre-approval for application submission from a Microscopy Australia facility. 


Please select the required instrumentation from the list below*:

|_|	ANU | CAM | Cryo-CLEM | JEOL CryoARM 200
ANU | CAM | Cryo-CLEM | Zeiss LSM800 Airyscan
ANU | CAM | Cryo-CLEM and Cryo-vEM Workflows | Zeiss Crossbeam 550 FIB/FESEM

ANU | CAM | FLIM | Leica Stellaris 8
ANU | CAM | MicroED | JEOL JEM-F200 
|_|	UNSW | EMU | AC-TEM | JEOL GrandARM 300F ACTEM
USyd | SMM | ATP | Atom Probe INVIZO6000
UQ | CMM | Imaging MS | Bruker TIMS TOF FLEX Pro 2M
UQ | CMM | Imaging MS | Waters MRT
|_|	UQ | CMM | MicroED | TEM QBP TFS GLACIOS-2 with MicroED
SEM | RAITH EBPG5150
TEM | Hitachi HF5000 Cs Corrected STEM  
AdelU | AM | AC-TEM | TEM Titan Themis FEI 200kV TEM with EDS, EELS, and Aberration Correction
AdelU | AM | Cryo-TEM | Cryo-TEM FEI Glacios 200kV Cryo-Transmission Electron Microscope
AdelU | AM | Lightsheet | Zeiss Lightsheet 7
AdelU | AM | SEM | SEM Hitachi SU3800 Automated Mineralogy
	AdelU | AM | SEM | SEM Hitachi SU8600 Ultra-High Resolution CFE-SEM
	AdelU | AM | SEM | SEM Hitachi SU9000 Ultra-High Resolution
	AdelU | AM | SuperRes | Zeiss LSM980 Super-Resolution Confocal with Airyscan 2
AdelU | AM | ToF-SIMS | PHI TRIFT V nanoToF ToF-SIMS
AdelU | AM | XFM | X-Ray Fluorescence Microscope
AdelU | AM | XPS | Environmental XPS
AdelU | AM | XPS | Kratos Supra+ XPS
	Flinders | FMM | AES | Scanning Auger NanoProbe
Flinders | FMM | PEEM | Scienta Omicron NanoESCA III Photoemission Electron Microscope
Flinders | FMM | SPM | Scienta Omicron Variable Temperature UHV SPM (VT AFM XA)
Flinders | FMM | SPM | WITec Alpha 300RAS Confocal/Scanning Probe Microscope/NSOM Raman System
|_|	Monash | MCEM | AC-TEM | Double Corrected FEI Titan3 80-300 FEGTEM
Monash | MCEM | AC-TEM | Thermo Fisher Spectra φ FEGTEM
|_|	Monash | MCEM | ToF-SIMS and FIB | Helios G5 UX Cryo-FIBSEM
Monash | Ramaciotti | Cryo-TEM | Thermo Fisher Titan Krios G4 Cryo-TEM
Cryo-TEM and Cryo-EM Workflows | Thermo Fisher Helios 5 Hydra DualBeam Cryo-PFIBSEM
UWA | CMCA | Cryo-SEM | Cryo SEM JSM-IT800
|_|	UWA | CMCA | SIMS and LG-SIMS | Cameca Ion Probe 1280
|_|	UWA | CMCA | SIMS and Nano-SIMS | Cameca NanoSIMS 50  
|_|	UWA | CMCA | SIMS and Nano-SIMS | Cameca NanoSIMS-HR


Does a facility exist within your institution, local area, or State (within ~100km) that provides similar instrumentation?*

|_|	No
|_|	Yes


If Yes, please provide a reason why that facility cannot be accessed for the proposed work - 50 words maximum.


Need and Requirements* - 500 words maximum.  Justify the need for a subsidy and detail the resources or services required, including instrumentation time, expertise and approximate budget.


Benefit and Impact* - 300 words maximum.  Describe how access to the above resources and services will benefit the project, including relevant outputs, contributions to academic research, society, culture, environment, and/or economy.



SECTION 3   SUBSIDY REQUEST (exclusive of GST)


Request*

$ _______ Total Cost of Access and/or Services
$ _______ Subsidy Request (maximum $5,000) [50% of above Total Cost]


Upload documentation to support costings (price estimate or quote from a Microscopy Australia facility)*.


Matched Co-Funding* - 100 words maximum.  Outline the source of matched funding to meet the remaining 50% balance of the total cost, including grant provider and grant identifier or other evidence of funding source (e.g., a letter of financial support).


Confirmation* - If this application is successful:

|_|	I agree to acknowledge Microscopy Australia, NCRIS, and the relevant facility in all outputs and publications arising from this work.
|_|	I agree to provide a final report within 12 months of award.


Suggested acknowledgement text:  "We acknowledge [name of facility], [name of university or institution], a node of Microscopy Australia (ROR: 042mm0k03), enabled by NCRIS and [name of university or institution] support."


Please select the most appropriate Review Panel for this application:
|_|	Life Sciences
|_|	Physical Sciences
|_|	Environmental and Earth Sciences
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