

Microscopy Australia Access Scheme


APPLICATION FORM: Microscopy Australia Access Scheme  

2026 Open Call

The Microscopy Australia Access Scheme improves access to advanced microscopy and microanalysis facilities by subsidising rates for eligible Australian-based researchers.    Microscopy Australia already provides subsidised rates, enabled by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS). Successful applicants receive a further reduction in rates to enable their research outcomes.

Scheme overview:
• applicants can submit at any time (moving to two rounds per year in 2027)
• maximum subsidy per application – up to $20,000 with matched funding
• applicants can request in-person or remote (fee-for-service) access

Download the Access Scheme Guidelines from the Microscopy Australia website. Please refer to these Guidelines for details regarding eligibility and other important information. To submit this application, documentation must be attached to support project costings (e.g., price estimate or quote from a participating facility). If you haven't already done so, please reach out to the Scientific Contact at the relevant Facility to discuss your proposed application and its requirements, and to arrange a quote (see Appendix A of the Guidelines for more information). Your progress in this application will save automatically so you can return to it at any time. This is a new scheme and we welcome suggestions for improvement. Please send feedback to shiree.heath@sydney.edu.au.



Q1 Under which primary category are you applying?
Industry
Researcher | regional and/or remote
Researcher | PhD candidate supervisor
Researcher | ECR
Researcher


Applicant Details
First Name
Last Name
Contact Email
Employing Institution or Organisation
ORCID (https://orcid.org/XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXX)
Institutional Researcher Profile URL
Proposed Project Title


Attach a CV - if you have not provided your ORCID and/or link to your institutional researcher profile, please provide a brief CV (5 pages maximum).


RESEARCHER | REGIONAL AND/OR REMOTE ONLY

At which institution or location are you based?
Charles Darwin University | Darwin | NT
James Cook University | Townsville | QLD
CQUniversity Australia | Rockhampton | QLD
University of the Sunshine Coast | Sippy Downs | QLD
University of Southern Queensland | Toowoomba | QLD
Southern Cross University | Lismore | NSW
University of New England | Armidale | NSW
Charles Sturt University | Bathurst | NSW
Federation University | Ballarat | VIC
University of Tasmania | Hobart | TAS
Other (please describe your location and regional/remote status)



RESEARCHER | PHD CANDIDATE SUPERVISOR ONLY

PhD Student Details
Student First Name
Student Last Name
Contact Email
Student's Enrolling Institution
Student's Estimated Completion Date (MM/YYYY)



RESEARCHER | ECR ONLY

When was your PhD awarded?
MM/YYYY

If your PhD was awarded more than 5 years prior to date of application, please detail any relevant career interruptions.
Career interruptions statement

ALL APPLICANTS

Please indicate the primary technique or expertise you require access to.
x-ray
TEM
SEM 
SIMS 
light fluorescence
other



Please select the facility you would like to access from the list below.
QUT (QLD) | Central Analytical Research Facility
UQ (QLD) | Centre for Microscopy & Microanalysis
UNSW (NSW) | Electron Microscope Unit
UTS (NSW) | Microbial Imaging Facility
USyd (NSW) | Sydney Microscopy and Microanalysis
ANU (ACT) | Centre for Advanced Microscopy
ANU (ACT) | CT Lab
Monash (VIC) | Monash Centre for Electron Microscopy
Monash (VIC) | Ramaciotti Centre for Cryo-Electron Microscopy
AdelU (SA) | Adelaide Microscopy
AdelU (SA) | Future Industries Institute (Mawson Lakes)
Flinders (SA) | Flinders Microscopy and Microanalysis
UWA (WA) | Centre for Microscopy, Characterisation and Analysis
Curtin (WA) | John de Laeter Centre
UTas (TAS) | Central Science Laboratory



Does the technique or expertise you require exist within your institution or local area?
Yes 
Please list the name of the local facility and provide a justification for why it cannot be accessed. If related to staff capacity, waiting lists, or instrument down time, this must be a duration of 3 months or more (50 words max).
No 



Provide a brief project description, including aims and significance - 300 words maximum.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Describe the current need for access - 300 words maximum.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Detail the proposed benefit and impact of the project, including relevant outputs - 300 words maximum.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Request (please enter numbers only)

$ _______ Total Cost of Access and/or Services (as outlined in the attached price estimate)
$ _______ Subsidy Request (maximum $20,000) [50% or less of above Total Cost]



Please attach a quote or price estimate from the relevant Facility for the project proposed in this application (must be attached for submission).



Matched Co-Funding - 100 words maximum.  Outline all sources of co-funding, including grant provider and grant identifier if relevant. The Microscopy Australia subsidy is limited to a maximum of $20,000 (with matched funding).
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



If available, please attach evidence of matched co-funding.



Confirmation  

If this application is successful:
I agree to acknowledge Microscopy Australia, NCRIS, and the relevant Facility or Linked Laboratory in all outputs and publications arising from this work.  (1) 
I agree to provide a final report within 12 months of award.  (11) 



Suggested acknowledgement text:  "We acknowledge [name of Facility or Linked Laboratory], [name of university or institution], a member of the Microscopy Australia (ROR: 042mm0k03) network enabled by NCRIS."



Please select the most appropriate Review Panel for this application:
Life Sciences
Physical Sciences
Environmental and Earth Sciences
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